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Introduction

Child marriage and forced labor are severe violations of children’s rights, affecting millions of minors worldwide. These practices are 
especially prevalent in regions where poverty, cultural traditions, and weak governance undermine efforts to protect children. Enforcing 
children’s rights in such contexts requires international collaboration, stronger legal frameworks, and community-based interventions to 
address the root causes and protect vulnerable children.

Key Causes
1. Poverty and Economic Pressures: Families in impoverished regions may resort to child marriage or forced labor to 

alleviate financial burdens.
2. Cultural and Social Norms: Deeply ingrained traditions may normalize child marriage or exploitative labor 

practices.
3. Weak Legal Systems: Inadequate enforcement of laws allows these practices to persist with impunity.
4. Gender Inequality: Girls are disproportionately affected due to patriarchal systems that view them as economic 

assets.

Impacts
• Education Loss: Both child marriage and forced labor prevent children from accessing education, limiting their future 

opportunities.
• Health Risks: Child brides face higher risks of maternal mortality and domestic violence, while forced labor leads to 

physical and psychological harm.
• Intergenerational Poverty: These practices perpetuate cycles of poverty and inequality.

International Frameworks
1. UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC): Recognizes the right of children to protection from exploitation 

and abuse.
2. ILO Conventions:

• Convention No. 138: Minimum Age for Employment.
• Convention No. 182: Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labor.

3. Sustainable Development Goal 5.3: Calls for the elimination of child marriage and forced labor globally.

Proposed Solutions
1. Strengthening Laws: Support stricter enforcement of laws against child marriage and forced labor.
2. Community Engagement: Educate communities about the harms of these practices and promote gender equality.
3. Economic Support: Provide financial assistance and alternative livelihoods to families to reduce reliance on child 

labor and early marriage.
4. Global Monitoring: Expand the role of international organizations in tracking and reporting rights violations.

Conclusion

Enforcing children’s rights in regions plagued by child marriage and forced labor requires a multifaceted approach. By addressing economic, 
cultural, and systemic barriers, the global community can help protect children and ensure their right to a safe and empowered future. MUN 
delegates should advocate for sustainable solutions and emphasize international accountability.


